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SUB J : GOI AND VOA CORRESPONDENT - EMBASSY/USIS 
COMMENTS 

1. GOI'S MESSAGE ON "ANOMALY" OF VOA CORRESPONDENT'S 
STATUS, COMMUNICATED TO EMBOFFS BY MEA TODAY (SEE 
SEPTEL), PUTS BALL BACK IN US COURT. HAKSAR NOTED HE 
HOPED ISTUATION COULD BE RESOLVED QUICKLY AND TWICE 
ASKED ACTING PAO FOR MONDAY REPLY ON US THOUGHTS. 

SEEMS PROBABLY HE IS UNDER SOME PRESSURE TO GET VOA 
CORRESPONDENT UNDER CONTROL OR GET HIM OUT OF INDIA. 

2. DIPLOMATIC STATUS OF CORRESPONDENT AS WE SEE IT 
IS LESS THE REAL ISSUE THAN UNAVOIDABLE FACTS THAT 
A) VOA CORRESPONDENT IS OFFICIAL OF USG WHATEVER 
PASSPORT HE MAY CARRY AND B) HE IS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM HIS EMPLOYERS, AS MEA KNOWS, NOT TO SIGN ANY 
UNDERTAKING WITH RESPECT TO CENSORSHIP GUIDELINES AND 
IS REPORTING WITHOUT OBSERVING CENSORSHIP. THUS, 

LIFTING OF MILLER S DIPLOMATIC STATUS AND SUBSTITU- 
TION OF OFFICIAL FOR DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT WOULD NOT 
REALLY RESOLVE "ANOMALY", ONLY POSTPONE DECISION. 
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AMN, GOI IS UNHAPPY WITH VOA'S NEWS COVERAGE OF 
INDIAN EVENTS AND FACT MILLER HAS NOT SIGNED UP SO 
THEY WOULD HAVE SOMETHING TO HOLD HIM TO. 

3. BEFORE CONSIDERING WHETHER WE WISH TO PUT INTO 
EFFECT THE SCENARIO FOR VOA CORRESPONDENT WITH- 
DRAWAL, BELIEVE WE NEED TO DEVELOP ADDITIONAL INFOR 
MATION ON STATUS OF SUCH OTHER ’'OFFICIAL" MEDIA REPS 
AS TASS CORRESPONDENTS, HISTORICAL RECORD MILLER 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS AND ACCREDITATION, ETC. 

4. WE INCLINED TO BELIEVE GOI WILL NOT FORCE ISSUE 

IF WE DELAY REPLY SOMEWHAT BEYOND MONDAY. HOWEVER, 
SHOULD ISSUE BE FORCED THAT EARLY, IN TERMS OF SIGN 
OR DEPART, WOULD APPRECIATE STATE/USIA AGREEMENT 
THAT WITHDRAWAL SCENARIO WOULD GO INTO EFFECT. 

SAXBE 
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